Sec. 8. Time and place of elections; election board; counting of votes;
determination of winners; tie votes; persons eligible to vote; voter registration;
official ballots and voting machines; absentee ballots.

The regular municipal election shall be held annually on the third Tuesday of April. At
each such regular municipal election, the polls shall be opened at 7:00 a.m. and closed at 8:00
p.m. The council may designate the places of election and make all necessary rules and
regulations not inconsistent with this Charter or with other laws of the State of Delaware for the
conduct of elections, for the prevention of fraud in elections, and for the recount of ballots in
case of doubt or fraud.

All elections shall be held by an election board. The City Clerk may designhate such other
persons as he shall deem necessary to assist the members of the election board in the conduct
of the election and counting of the ballots. Should any or all of the members of the election
board be absent from the place of election at 7:00 a.m. on the day of the election or fail or
neglect to act in the conduct of such election during the time the polls are open and until the
ballots are counted and the results of the election certified, the voters of the city present at such
time may choose from the qualified voters of the city such person or persons as shall he
necessary to fill places made vacant by the absence or neglect aforesaid.

When the polls are closed, the election board shall publicly count the votes and shall
certify the results of the election to each of the persons selected and to the council. The
candidate for the office of mayor who receives the highest number of votes cast for that office
shall be declared to be elected mayor; the candidate for the office of at-large councilman who
receives the highest number of votes cast for that office shall be declared to be elected at-large
councilman; and the candidates for the offices of councilmen from each district who receive the
highest number of votes cast by voters who reside in that district and cast votes for councilmen
of that district shall be declared to be elected to that office. In the event of a tie vote for any
office, a special election for said office(s) only shall be held within 30 days and the registration
books shall remain closed until the outcome of the special election is determined.

Every resident of the City of Dover who shall have reached the age of 18 years by the
time of the election and who is properly registered to vote shall be entitled to vote at all regular
or special municipal elections. A voter will be considered properly registered to vote if they are
properly registered to vote for state elections in accordance with Title 15 of the Delaware Code
as amended.

The council shall provide for the use of voting machines in all regular and special
municipal elections in conformity with Title 15 of the Delaware Code by ordinance duly adopted
by council. Voting machines shall be used in accordance with Title 15 of the Delaware Code
and by ordinance duly adopted by council. The names of the candidates for each office shall be
listed in alphabetical order on the voting machines under the name of the office to which they
seek election. The voters shall designate their choice of candidates in accordance with the
regular method of operation of voting machines. The council may provide sample ballots plainly
marked as such and printed on paper of any color except white to be distributed to any voter or
candidate who requests them prior to or during the election.

Any qualified voter, duly registered, who shall be unable to appear to cast their ballot at
any election either because of being in the public service of the United States or of this state, or
because they will be unavoidably absent from the city on the day of the election, or because of



his sickness or physical disability may cast a ballot at such election by absentee ballot to be
counted in the total of such election. The council may provide the rules and regulations for such
absentee voting by ordinance for all elections.

(Amd. of 7-12-2005 (S.B. 126))



